
Fruit of the Spirit 
Part 2: Joy 
Galatians 5:22 
(Guest Speaker:  Noel Williamson) 

12 On the following day, when they came from Bethany, he was hungry.13 And seeing in the distance a 
fig tree in leaf, he went to see if he could find anything on it. When he came to it, he found nothing but 
leaves, for it was not the season for figs. 14 And he said to it, “May no one ever eat fruit from you 
again.” And his disciples heard it.  Mark 11:12-14 

9 Or do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be 
deceived: neither the sexually immoral, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor men who practice homosexuality, 
10 nor thieves, nor the greedy, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor swindlers will inherit the kingdom of 
God. 11 And such were some of you. But you were washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in the 
name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God.  1 Corinthians 6:9-11 

29 For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in order 
that he might be the firstborn among many brothers.  Romans 8:29 

1.  We need to ask the Lord for joy. 

11 You make known to me the path of life; in your presence there is fullness of joy;  at your right hand 
are pleasures forevermore.  Psalm 16:11 

8 Though you have not seen him, you love him. Though you do not now see him, you believe in him and 
rejoice with joy that is inexpressible and filled with glory, 9 obtaining the outcome of your faith, the 
salvation of your souls. 1 Peter 1:8-9 

23 In that day you will ask nothing of me. Truly, truly, I say to you, whatever you ask of the Father in my 
name, he will give it to you.24 Until now you have asked nothing in my name. Ask, and you will 
receive, that your joy may be full.  John 16:23-24 

2.  We are commanded to have joy! 

4 Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, rejoice.  Philippians 4:4 

3.  Joy often comes through painful times. 

2 Count it all joy, my brothers, when you meet trials of various kinds,3 for you know that the testing of your 
faith produces steadfastness.4 And let steadfastness have its full effect, that you may be perfect and 
complete, lacking in nothing.  James 1:2-4 

4 but as servants of God we commend ourselves in every way: by great endurance, in 
afflictions, hardships, calamities, 5 beatings, imprisonments, riots, labors, sleepless nights, hunger; 6 by 
purity, knowledge, patience, kindness, the Holy Spirit, genuine love; 7 by truthful speech, and the power 
of God; with the weapons of righteousness for the right hand and for the left; 8 through honor and 
dishonor, through slander and praise. We are treated as impostors, and yet are true; 9 as unknown, 
and yet well known; as dying, and behold, we live; as punished, and yet not killed; 10 as sorrowful, yet 
always rejoicing; as poor, yet making many rich; as having nothing, yet possessing everything.  2 
Corinthians 6:4-10 

4.  We experience joy through witnessing to people and leading them to Christ. 

8 Though you have not seen him, you love him. Though you do not now see him, you believe in him and 
rejoice with joy that is inexpressible and filled with glory, 9 obtaining the outcome of your faith, the 
salvation of your souls. 1 Peter 1:8-9 

10 Just so, I tell you, there is joy before the angels of God over one sinner who repents.”  Luke 15:10 

22 The crowd joined in attacking them, and the magistrates tore the garments off them and gave 
orders to beat them with rods. 23 And when they had inflicted many blows upon them, they threw them 



into prison, ordering the jailer to keep them safely. 24 Having received this order, he put them into the 
inner prison and fastened their feet in the stocks.  25 About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and 
singing hymns to God, and the prisoners were listening to them,  Acts 16:22-25 

12 Restore to me the joy of your salvation, and uphold me with a willing spirit.13 Then I will teach 
transgressors your ways, and sinners will return to you.  Psalm 51:12-13 

5.  We can be strengthened by joy. 

And do not be grieved, for the joy of the LORD is your strength.”  Nehemiah 8:10b 

16 Your words were found, and I ate them, and your words became to me a joy and the delight of my 
heart, for I am called by your name, O LORD, God of hosts.  Jeremiah 15:16 

13 Therefore we are comforted. And besides our own comfort, we rejoiced still more at the joy of Titus, 
because his spirit has been refreshed by you all.  2 Corinthians 7:13 
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17 So, every healthy tree bears good fruit, but the diseased tree bears bad fruit. 18 A healthy tree 
cannot bear bad fruit, nor can a diseased tree bear good fruit. 19 Every tree that does not bear good 
fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 20 Thus you will recognize them by their fruits.  Matthew 
7:17-20


