
Ignite: Hearts on Fire 
Part 3 - Giving Hearts 

19 I will give them an undivided heart and put a new spirit in them; I will remove from them their 
heart of stone and give them a heart of flesh. 20 Then they will follow my decrees and be careful 
to keep my laws. They will be my people, and I will be their God. Ezekiel 11:19-20 

5 Those who live according to the flesh have their minds set on what the flesh desires; but those 
who live in accordance with the Spirit have their minds set on what the Spirit desires.  Romans 
8:5 
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Giving in the Old Testament 

God commanded the Israelites to give their “firstfruits” as an offering. 

9 The Lord said to Moses, 10 “Speak to the Israelites and say to them: ‘When you enter the land 
I am going to give you and you reap its harvest, bring to the priest a sheaf of the first grain you 
harvest.   Leviticus 23:9 

When you have entered the land the Lord your God is giving you as an inheritance and have 
taken possession of it and settled in it, 2 take some of the firstfruits of all that you produce from 
the soil of the land the Lord your God is giving you and put them in a basket. Then go to the 
place the Lord your God will choose as a dwelling for his Name 3 and say…. 9 He brought us to 
this place and gave us this land, a land flowing with milk and honey; 10 and now I bring the 
firstfruits of the soil that you, Lord, have given me.” Place the basket before the Lord your God 
and bow down before him.  Deuteronomy 26:1-3a, 9-10. 

Why was it important to offer firstfruits to the Lord? 

To acknowledge that He was the one who provided for them!   

To show appreciation to Him for providing!  

- Giving was a forethought, not an afterthought.  

- Giving came from their first and best! 

2 On the first day of every week, each one of you should set aside a sum of money in keeping 
with your income, saving it up, so that when I come no collections will have to be made.  1 
Corinthians 16:2.  

Firstfruits illustrates giving to God from a grateful, generous heart. 

The tithe, or 10%, was a standard measure of giving in the Old Testament. 

Giving the full tithe to God showed the Israelites appreciation, obedience and trust in 
Him.  

8 “Will a mere mortal rob God? Yet you rob me. 
“But you ask, ‘How are we robbing you?’ 
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“In tithes and offerings. 9 You are under a curse—your whole nation—because you are robbing 
me. 10 Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. Malachi 
3:8-10a 

Giving the tithe came with a promise of blessing. 

Test me in this,” says the Lord Almighty, “and see if I will not throw open the floodgates of 
heaven and pour out so much blessing that there will not be room enough to store it.  Malachi 
3:10b 

Giving in the New Testament  

There is no required amount or percentage for giving to the Lord’s work in the New 
Testament.   

Give generously! 

38 Give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken together and 
running over, will be poured into your lap. For with the measure you use, it will be measured to 
you.”  Luke 6:38 

6 Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows 
generously will also reap generously.   2 Corinthians 9:6-8 

Give cheerfully! 

7 Each of you should give what you have decided in your heart to give, not reluctantly or under 
compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.  2 Corinthians 9:7 

Give faithfully! 

8 And God is able to bless you abundantly, so that in all things at all times, having all that you 
need, you will abound in every good work.  2 Corinthians 9:8 

Give sacrificially!   

41 Jesus sat down opposite the place where the offerings were put and watched the crowd 
putting their money into the temple treasury. Many rich people threw in large amounts. 42 But a 
poor widow came and put in two very small copper coins, worth only a few cents. 
43 Calling his disciples to him, Jesus said, “Truly I tell you, this poor widow has put more into 
the treasury than all the others. 44 They all gave out of their wealth; but she, out of her poverty, 
put in everything—all she had to live on.”  Mark 12:41-44.   
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