
Courage  
Part 3 - Caleb:  Courage to Endure 
Numbers 13-14 

18 See what the land is like and whether the people who live there are strong or weak, 
few or many. 19 What kind of land do they live in? Is it good or bad? What kind of towns 
do they live in? Are they unwalled or fortified? 20 How is the soil? Is it fertile or poor? 
Are there trees in it or not? Do your best to bring back some of the fruit of the land.” (It 
was the season for the first ripe grapes.).  Numbers 13:18-20 

2 The people are strong and tall—Anakites! You know about them and have heard it 
said: “Who can stand up against the Anakites?”  Deuteronomy 9:2 

You will face big and strong opponents in your life!   

You do not have to go into battle alone!  

3 But be assured today that the Lord your God is the one who goes across ahead of 
you like a devouring fire.  Deuteronomy 9:3 

27 …“We went into the land to which you sent us, and it does flow with milk and honey! 
Here is its fruit. 28 But the people who live there are powerful, and the cities are fortified 
and very large. We even saw descendants of Anak there.  Numbers 13:27-28 

30 …“We should go up and take possession of the land, for we can certainly do it.”   
Numbers 13:30 

31 But the men who had gone up with him said, “We can’t attack those people; they are 
stronger than we are.” 32 And they spread among the Israelites a bad report about the 
land they had explored. They said, “The land we explored devours those living in it. All 
the people we saw there are of great size. 33 …We seemed like grasshoppers in our 
own eyes, and we looked the same to them.”  Numbers 13:31-33 

7 … “The land we passed through and explored is exceedingly good. 8 If the Lord is 
pleased with us, he will lead us into that land, a land flowing with milk and honey, and 
will give it to us. 9 Only do not rebel against the Lord. And do not be afraid of the people 
of the land, because we will devour them. Their protection is gone, but the Lord is with 
us. Do not be afraid of them.”  Numbers 14:7-9 

With the Lord, there is nothing to fear!   

God wants us to live faithfully and courageously.    

22 not one of those who saw my glory and the signs I performed in Egypt and in the 
wilderness but who disobeyed me and tested me ten times— 23 not one of them will 

�1



ever see the land I promised on oath to their ancestors. No one who has treated me 
with contempt will ever see it.  

There may be serious consequences for lack of faith.   

24 But because my servant Caleb has a different spirit and follows me wholeheartedly, I 
will bring him into the land he went to, and his descendants will inherit it.  Numbers 
14:24.  

God wants us to follow Him wholeheartedly!  

5 Trust in the Lord with all your heart 
    and lean not on your own understanding;  Proverbs 3:5 

45 Then the Amalekites and the Canaanites who lived in that hill country came down 
and attacked them and beat them down all the way to Hormah.  Numbers 14:45 

Without God leading the way, we risk a serious “beat down!”   

What can we learn from Caleb? 

• Trust God when others don’t or won’t.  

• Never give up on the promises of God.  

• Take action when the time is right!  

�2


