
Courage 
Part 2 - Abraham: Courage to Obey 

Obedience = compliance with an order, request, or law or submission to another's 
authority. 

Disobedience = failure or refusal to obey rules or someone in authority. 

2 “Honor your father and mother”—which is the first commandment with a promise— 
3 “so that it may go well with you and that you may enjoy long life on the earth.”  
Ephesians 6:2-3.    

God wants His children to obey Him!    

Abraham was obedient to the Lord.  

Who was Abraham? 

Only one other character from the Old Testament who is mentioned more in the 
New Testament than Abraham….   Moses 

James calls Abraham “God’s friend”.   

23 And the scripture was fulfilled that says, “Abraham believed God, and it was credited 
to him as righteousness,” and he was called God’s friend.  James 2:23 

God ultimately changes Abram’s name to Abraham which means “father of a 
multitude.” 

7 Understand, then, that those who have faith are children of Abraham. Galatians 3:7.   

The Lord had said to Abram, “Go from your country, your people and your father’s 
household to the land I will show you. 
2 “I will make you into a great nation, 
    and I will bless you; 
I will make your name great, 
    and you will be a blessing. 
3 I will bless those who bless you, 
    and whoever curses you I will curse; 
and all peoples on earth 
    will be blessed through you.”  Genesis 12:1-3 

The Abrahamic Covenant 

1) The promise of a land of his own. 
2) The promise to be a great nation 
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3) The promise of blessing.   

Obedience is often expected to receive God’s promises.   

Great Promises in God’s Word 

14 The Lord will fight for you; you need only to be still.”  Exodus 14:14.  

31 but those who hope in the LORD will renew their strength.  Isaiah 40:31 

10 So do not fear, for I am with you; do not be dismayed, for I am your God. I will 
strengthen you and help you; I will uphold you with my righteous right hand.  Isaiah 
41:10 

15 and call on me in the day of trouble; I will deliver you, and you will honor me.”  Psalm 
50:15 

7 Submit yourselves, then, to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you.  James 
4:7 

6 Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and petition, with 
thanksgiving, present your requests to God.  Philippians 4:6 

16 For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever 
believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.  John 3:16 

It may take courage to obey God!   

“Go from your country, your people and your father’s household….” Genesis 12:1a 

4 So Abram went, as the Lord had told him;  Genesis 12:4a 

8 By faith Abraham, when called to go to a place he would later receive as his 
inheritance, obeyed and went, even though he did not know where he was going.  
Hebrews 11:8 

7 The Lord appeared to Abram and said, “To your offspring I will give this land.”  
Genesis 12:7a.   

He took him outside and said, “Look up at the sky and count the stars—if indeed you 
can count them.” Then he said to him, “So shall your offspring. be.”  Genesis 15:4-5 

6 Abram believed the Lord, and he credited it to him as righteousness.  Genesis 15:6 

We obey God when we have faith in Him.  
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Now faith is confidence in what we hope for and assurance about what we do not see.  
Hebrews 11:1 

10 Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. Test 
me in this,” says the Lord Almighty, “and see if I will not throw open the floodgates of 
heaven and pour out so much blessing that there will not be room enough to store it.  
Malachi 3:10 

What does Abraham’s story teach us?     

• We can have courage to obey! 

• Nothing we do will thwart God’s plan. 

• God expects and honors simple obedience.  

• God ALWAYS keeps His promises!  
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