
I AM - Who is Jesus? 
Part 1 - The Good Shepherd and the Gate of the sheep 
John 10:1-18 

7 …I am the gate for the sheep… 11 “I am the good shepherd.  John 10:7,11 

The Good Shepherd and His Sheep - John 10 

“Very truly I tell you Pharisees, anyone who does not enter the sheep pen by the gate, 
but climbs in by some other way, is a thief and a robber. 2 The one who enters by the 
gate is the shepherd of the sheep. 3 The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the 
sheep listen to his voice. He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. 4 When 
he has brought out all his own, he goes on ahead of them, and his sheep follow him 
because they know his voice. 5 But they will never follow a stranger; in fact, they will run 
away from him because they do not recognize a stranger’s voice.” 6 Jesus used this 
figure of speech, but the Pharisees did not understand what he was telling them. 

7 Therefore Jesus said again, “Very truly I tell you, I am the gate for the sheep. 8 All 
who have come before me are thieves and robbers, but the sheep have not listened to 
them. 9 I am the gate; whoever enters through me will be saved. They will come in and 
go out, and find pasture. 10 The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have 
come that they may have life, and have it to the full. 

11 “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. 
12 The hired hand is not the shepherd and does not own the sheep. So when he sees 
the wolf coming, he abandons the sheep and runs away. Then the wolf attacks the flock 
and scatters it. 13 The man runs away because he is a hired hand and cares nothing for 
the sheep. 

14 “I am the good shepherd; I know my sheep and my sheep know me— 15 just as the 
Father knows me and I know the Father—and I lay down my life for the sheep. 16 I 
have other sheep that are not of this sheep pen. I must bring them also. They too will 
listen to my voice, and there shall be one flock and one shepherd. 17 The reason my 
Father loves me is that I lay down my life—only to take it up again. 18 No one takes it 
from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have authority to lay it down and authority 
to take it up again. This command I received from my Father.” 

9 I am the gate; whoever enters through me will be saved.  John 10:9 

Jesus is THE gate through which we will be saved. 

The Lord is my shepherd, 
I shall not want. 
2 He makes me lie down in green pastures; 
He leads me beside quiet waters. 
3 He restores my soul; 
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He guides me in the paths of righteousness 
For His name’s sake. 
4 Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, 
I fear no evil, for You are with me; 
Your rod and Your staff, they comfort me.  Psalm 23:1-4


7 Therefore Jesus said again, “Very truly I tell you, I am the gate for the sheep. 8 All 
who have come before me are thieves and robbers, but the sheep have not listened to 
them. John 10:7-8 

Jesus wants us to be part of His fold!   

3 …But unless you repent, you too will all perish.  Luke 13:3 

8 But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ 
died for us.  Romans 5:8 

Our world is full of predators whose sole intent it is to destroy us.   

8 Be alert and of sober mind. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion 
looking for someone to devour.  1 Peter 5:8 

Jesus is THE Good Shepherd!   

14 “I am the good shepherd; I know my sheep and my sheep know me— 15 just as the 
Father knows me and I know the Father—and I lay down my life for the sheep. 16 I 
have other sheep that are not of this sheep pen. I must bring them also. They too will 
listen to my voice, and there shall be one flock and one shepherd. 17 The reason my 
Father loves me is that I lay down my life—only to take it up again. 18 No one takes it 
from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have authority to lay it down and authority 
to take it up again. This command I received from my Father.”  John 10:14-18 

kalos (good) = noble, wholesome, good, and beautiful, in contrast to that which is 
wicked, mean, foul, and unlovely.   

As shepherd of the sheep, Jesus is the one who protects, guides, and nurtures 
His flock. 

12 The hired hand is not the shepherd and does not own the sheep. So when he sees 
the wolf coming, he abandons the sheep and runs away. Then the wolf attacks the flock 
and scatters it. 13 The man runs away because he is a hired hand and cares nothing for 
the sheep.  John 10:12-13 

The good shepherd truly loves and cares for his sheep.   
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Why do sheep (we) need a shepherd?  

- Sheep are totally dependent on a shepherd to guide them.  

2 He makes me lie down in green pastures; 
He leads me beside quiet waters. 
3 He restores my soul; 
He guides me in the paths of righteousness 
For His name’s sake.   Psalm 23:2-3 

- Sheep are utterly defenseless without a shepherd to protect them.  

4 Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, 
I fear no evil, for You are with me; 
Your rod and Your staff, they comfort me.  Psalm 23:4 

34 But David said to Saul, “Your servant has been keeping his father’s sheep. When a 
lion or a bear came and carried off a sheep from the flock, 35 I went after it, struck it and 
rescued the sheep from its mouth. When it turned on me, I seized it by its hair, struck it 
and killed it. 36 Your servant has killed both the lion and the bear;  1 Samuel 17:34-36 

28 “just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life 
as a ransom for many.”  Matthew 20:28 

6 We all, like sheep, have gone astray, 
    each of us has turned to our own way; 
and the Lord has laid on him 
    the iniquity of us all.  Isaiah 53:6 

16 For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever 
believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.  John 3:16 
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