
The Nativity 
Part 3 – The Shepherds and Wise Men  
Luke 2:8-20; Matthew 2:1-12 

The Shepherds were outsiders… The Wise Men were seekers. 

Jesus came for outsiders… just like us!   

8 And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their 
flocks at night.  Luke 2:8 

Jesus came to find and rescue the lost! 

10 For the Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost.”  Luke 19:10 

11 “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep.  John 
10:11. 

Jesus didn’t come for those who think they have it all together… He came for 
those who know they don’t.  

• Pride can keep you from Christ. 
    
18 Pride goes before destruction, 
    a haughty spirit before a fall.  Proverbs 16:18 

• Fear can keep you from Christ.   

10 But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. Luke 2:10a 

I bring you good news that will cause great joy for all the people.  Luke 2:10b 

Jesus came to repair the imperfect and broken… 

11 Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is the Messiah, the 
Lord.  Luke 2:11 

We are all broken by sin and in need of repair….  

8 But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ 
died for us.  Romans 5:8  

23 For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our 
Lord.  Romans 6:23 
  



15 When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one 
another, “Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord 
has told us about.” 
16 So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in the 
manger.  Luke 2:15-16 
  
17 When they had seen him, they spread the word concerning what had been told them 
about this child, Luke 2:17 

If you’ve got Good News, you’ve got to share it!    

Jesus amazes and changes people!   

18 and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds said to them.  Luke 2:18 

The Wise Men were seekers!  

2 After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King Herod, Magi from 
the east came to Jerusalem 2 and asked, “Where is the one who has been born king of 
the Jews? We saw his star when it rose and have come to worship him.”  Matthew 2:1-2 

• Wise men (people) seek Jesus. 

6 Seek the LORD while he may be found; 
    call on him while he is near.  Isaiah 55:6 

13 You will seek me and find me when you seek me with all your heart.  Jeremiah 29:13  

• Wise men worship Jesus.  

11 On coming to the house, they saw the child with his mother Mary, and they bowed 
down and worshiped him.  Matthew 2:11a.  

• Wise men bring their very best to Jesus. 

Then they opened their treasures and presented him with gifts of gold, frankincense and 
myrrh.  Matthew 2:11b


