
The Nativity 
Part 2 - Joseph  
Matthew 1:18-25 

18 This is how the birth of Jesus the Messiah came about: His mother Mary was pledged 
to be married to Joseph, Matthew 1:18a 

but before they came together, she was found to be pregnant through the Holy Spirit.  
Matthew 1:18b 

19 Because Joseph her husband was faithful to the law, and yet did not want to expose 
her to public disgrace, he had in mind to divorce her quietly.  Matthew 1:19 

Joseph was not only faithful toward the law, but he was also merciful toward 
Mary.   

Mercy means not giving what someone deserves.  

Question:  Is there someone in your life right now who needs mercy from you?   

Question:  Do you ever doubt God?  

13 Therefore, with minds that are alert and fully sober, set your hope on the grace to be 
brought to you when Jesus Christ is revealed at his coming.  1 Peter 1:13   

Doubt will blind you to God’s work in your life!   

God specializes in making doubters Believers!   

With hope, there is no doubt.   

6 Seek the Lord while he may be found; 
    call on him while he is near. 
7 Let the wicked forsake their ways 
    and the unrighteous their thoughts. 
Let them turn to the Lord, and he will have mercy on them, 
    and to our God, for he will freely pardon. 
8 “For my thoughts are not your thoughts, 
    neither are your ways my ways,” 
declares the Lord. 
9 “As the heavens are higher than the earth, 
    so are my ways higher than your ways 
    and my thoughts than your thoughts.  Isaiah 55:6-9 

What can I do when I doubt? 



• Seek the Lord! 

6 Seek the Lord while he may be found; 
    call on him while he is near.   Isaiah 55:6 
  
• Forsake your ways and thoughts. 

7 Let the wicked forsake their ways 
    and the unrighteous their thoughts.  Isaiah 55:7a 

• Turn to Him. 

Let them turn to the Lord,  Isaiah 55:7b 

• Accept His mercy! 

and he will have mercy on them,   
    and to our God, for he will freely pardon.  Isaiah 55:7c 

Patience gives God a chance to work! 

20 But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and 
said, “Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because 
what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit.  Matthew 1:20 

Faith beats fear! 

21 She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will 
save his people from their sins.” 

22 All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet: 23 “The virgin 
will conceive and give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel” (which means 
“God with us”).  Matthew 1:21-22 

Faith is being radically abandoned to God!   

24 When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of the Lord had commanded him and 
took Mary home as his wife. 25 But he did not consummate their marriage until she gave 
birth to a son. And he gave him the name Jesus.  Matthew 1:24-25


