
Courage 
Part 4 - Gideon: Courage to Trust 
Judges 6-7 

The Israelites did evil in the eyes of the Lord, and for seven years he gave them into the 
hands of the Midianites.  Judges 6:1 

There are consequences for our bad behavior.  

5 They came up with their livestock and their tents like swarms of locusts. It was 
impossible to count them or their camels; they invaded the land to ravage it.   Judges 
6:5 

When you are overwhelmed and ravaged by trouble, cry out to God! 

6 Midian so impoverished the Israelites that they cried out to the Lord for help.  Judges 
6:6 

7 When the Israelites cried out to the Lord because of Midian, 8 he sent them a prophet, 
who said, “This is what the Lord, the God of Israel, says: I brought you up out of Egypt, 
out of the land of slavery. 9 I rescued you from the hand of the Egyptians. And I 
delivered you from the hand of all your oppressors; I drove them out before you and 
gave you their land. 10 I said to you, ‘I am the Lord your God; do not worship the gods 
of the Amorites, in whose land you live.’ But you have not listened to me.”  Judges 
6:7-10 

When our worship focuses on anything other than God, we will suffer! 

15 “Pardon me, my lord,” Gideon replied, “but how can I save Israel? My clan is the 
weakest in Manasseh, and I am the least in my family.”  Judges 6:15 

God can use anyone He chooses to accomplish His plan!   

God chose the weak things of the world to shame the strong… 29 so that no one may 
boast before him.  1 Corinthians 1:27, 29. 

36 Gideon said to God, “If you will save Israel by my hand as you have promised— 
37 look, I will place a wool fleece on the threshing floor. If there is dew only on the 
fleece and all the ground is dry, then I will know that you will save Israel by my hand, as 
you said.” 38 And that is what happened. Gideon rose early the next day; he squeezed 
the fleece and wrung out the dew—a bowlful of water. 

39 Then Gideon said to God, “Do not be angry with me. Let me make just one more 
request. Allow me one more test with the fleece, but this time make the fleece dry and 
let the ground be covered with dew.” 40 That night God did so. Only the fleece was dry; 
all the ground was covered with dew.  Judges 6:36-40 
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As Christ-Followers, we have two powerful tools that Gideon lacked:   

1) We have the complete Word of God. 

16 All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and 
training in righteousness, 17 so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for 
every good work.  1 Timothy 3:16-17 

2)  Every Christ-Following Believer has the Holy Spirit. 

26 But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach 
you all things and will remind you of everything I have said to you. John 14:26 

2 The Lord said to Gideon, “You have too many men. I cannot deliver Midian into their 
hands, or Israel would boast against me, ‘My own strength has saved me.’  Judges 7:2 

Always give God the credit and glory He richly deserves!   

I will save you and give the Midianites into your hands. Let all the others go home.”  
8 So Gideon sent the rest of the Israelites home but kept the three hundred, who took 
over the provisions and trumpets of the others.  Judges 7:7-8 

Their camels could no more be counted than the sand on the seashore.  Judges 7:12 

When I get to the edge of the camp, do exactly as I do. 18 When I and all who are with 
me blow our trumpets, then from all around the camp blow yours and shout, ‘For the 
Lord and for Gideon.’”  Judges 7:17-18
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