
Courage  
Part 1 - Paul: Courage to Change

27 Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to you as the world  
gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid. John 14:27  
7 And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your 
hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. Philippians 4:7.

Who was Paul? 
Paul became known as “the Apostle of Grace”. 
Truth: We all live in darkness without Jesus.

• Paul was born as Saul in Tarsus. 
• Saul’s parents were Pharisees. 
• At age thirteen Saul was sent to Palestine to learn from a rabbi named  
Gamaliel.  
• Saul developed a Q & A style of teaching known in ancient times as 
“diatribe.” 
• Saul went on to become a lawyer, and a member of the Sanhedrin. 
• Saul was zealous for his faith and a religious extremist. 
• Saul would have heard Peter share the gospel with the Sanhedrin. 
• Saul was present for Stephen's stoning and death. 
• Saul was a religious terrorist.

3 But Saul began to destroy the church. Going from house to house, he dragged  
off both men and women and put them in prison. Acts 8:3

What changed Saul?

Saul’s Conversion - Acts 9:1-22 
3 As he neared Damascus on his journey, suddenly a light from heaven flashed  
around him. 4 He fell to the ground and heard a voice say to him, “Saul, Saul, 
why do you persecute me?” 
5 “Who are you, Lord?” Saul asked. 
“I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting,” he replied. 6 “Now get up and go into  
the city, and you will be told what you must do.” 
7 The men traveling with Saul stood there speechless; they heard the sound but 
did not see anyone. 8 Saul got up from the ground, but when he opened his 
eyes he could see nothing. So they led him by the hand into Damascus. 9 For 
three days he was blind, and did not eat or drink anything. Acts 9:3-9



15 But the Lord said to Ananias, “Go! This man is my chosen instrument to  
proclaim my name to the Gentiles and their kings and to the people of Israel. 16 I 
will show him how much he must suffer for my name.” 
17 Then Ananias went to the house and entered it. Placing his hands on Saul, 
he said, “Brother Saul, the Lord—Jesus, who appeared to you on the road as 
you were coming here—has sent me so that you may see again and be filled  
with the Holy Spirit.” 18 Immediately, something like scales fell from Saul’s eyes, 
and he could see again. He got up and was baptized, 19 and after taking some  
food, he regained his strength. Acts 9:15-19a

Courageously share the light of Christ with  
someone who may be living in darkness.

13 Who is going to harm you if you are eager to do good? 14 But even if you  
should suffer for what is right, you are blessed. “Do not fear their threats; do not 
be frightened.” 15 But in your hearts revere Christ as Lord. Always be prepared  
to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that 
you have. But do this with gentleness and respect, 1 Peter 3:13-15

When Saul met Jesus, he was radically changed!

Saul spent several days with the disciples in Damascus. 20 At once he began to  
preach in the synagogues that Jesus is the Son of God. 21 All those who heard  
him were astonished and asked, “Isn’t he the man who raised havoc in  
Jerusalem among those who call on this name? And hasn’t he come here to take  
them as prisoners to the chief priests?” 22 Yet Saul grew more and more  
powerful and baffled the Jews living in Damascus by proving that Jesus is the  
Messiah. Acts 9:19b-22

What can we learn from the change Paul experienced?

1. God can change anyone! 
2. God can use anyone as a powerful witness for Jesus Christ! 
3. Anyone can surrender to Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord.

21 For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain. Philippians 1:21.

How can I change? 
Surrender my life to Christ! 
Allow Him to change me! 
Claim His peace and courage in the face of your fears! 


