
David - A Man After God’s Own Heart 
Part 7 - The Heart of a Sinner 
2 Samuel 11-12 

David and Bathsheba - 2 Samuel 11 

27 …But the thing David had done displeased the Lord.  2 Samuel 11:27 

Nathan Confronts David - 2 Samuel 12 

The Lord sent Nathan to David. When he came to him, he said, “There were two men in 
a certain town, one rich and the other poor. 2 The rich man had a very large number of 
sheep and cattle, 3 but the poor man had nothing except one little ewe lamb he had 
bought. He raised it, and it grew up with him and his children. It shared his food, drank 
from his cup and even slept in his arms. It was like a daughter to him. 
4 “Now a traveler came to the rich man, but the rich man refrained from taking one of 
his own sheep or cattle to prepare a meal for the traveler who had come to him. Instead, 
he took the ewe lamb that belonged to the poor man and prepared it for the one who 
had come to him.” 
5 David burned with anger against the man and said to Nathan, “As surely as the Lord 
lives, the man who did this must die! 6 He must pay for that lamb four times over, 
because he did such a thing and had no pity.” 
7 Then Nathan said to David, “You are the man!   2 Samuel 12:1-7 

Five Truths About Sin…. 

1)  It is easy to slip into sin when we are where we are not suppose to be.  

In the spring, at the time when kings go off to war, David sent Joab out with the king’s 
men and the whole Israelite army… But David remained in Jerusalem.  2 Samuel 11:1 

2)  Secret sin is never really a secret with the Lord.  

27 …But the thing David had done displeased the Lord.  2 Samuel 11:27 

3)  God is willing to forgive anyone who repents.   

13 Then David said to Nathan, “I have sinned against the Lord.” 
Nathan replied, “The Lord has taken away your sin. You are not going to die.                  
2 Samuel 12:13 

1 Have mercy on me, O God, 
    according to your unfailing love; 
according to your great compassion 
    blot out my transgressions. 
2 Wash away all my iniquity 
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    and cleanse me from my sin. 
3 For I know my transgressions, 
    and my sin is always before me. 

10 Create in me a pure heart, O God, 
    and renew a steadfast spirit within me. 
11 Do not cast me from your presence 
    or take your Holy Spirit from me. 
12 Restore to me the joy of your salvation 
    and grant me a willing spirit, to sustain me.   
Psalm 51:1-3;10-12 

9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us 
from all unrighteousness.  1 John 1:9 

4)  The consequences of sin remain even though we are forgiven.   

14 But because by doing this you have shown utter contempt for the Lord, the son born 
to you will die.”  2 Samuel 12:14 

5 David burned with anger against the man and said to Nathan, “As surely as the Lord 
lives, the man who did this must die! 6 He must pay for that lamb four times over, 
because he did such a thing and had no pity.”  2 Samuel 12:5-6 

5)  God can work, even in the most tragic circumstances.   

28 And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who 
have been called according to his purpose.  Romans 8:28 
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