
David - A Man After God’s Own Heart 
Part 4 - The Heart of a Warrior                  
1 Samuel 18:14 

14 In everything he did he had great success,  1 Samuel 18:14a 
  
Key to Success:  Seeking and Experiencing the Lord’s presence in my life!   

14 In everything he did he had great success, because the Lord was with him.            1 Samuel 18:14 

How do we see the Lord’s presence in David’s life and how can I seek and experience His 
presence in mine? 

Three Life Principles that Lead to Success:  

1) David was successful, not because he was bold, but because he boldly trusted the Lord. 

David Spares Saul’s Life - 1 Samuel 24 

6 He said to his men, “The Lord forbid that I should do such a thing to my master, the Lord’s anointed, or 
lay my hand on him; for he is the anointed of the Lord.”  1 Samuel 24:6. 

• Trust the Lord by faithfully relying on His timing.   
  

12 May the Lord judge between you and me. And may the Lord avenge the wrongs you have done to me, 
but my hand will not touch you.  1 Samuel 24:12 

• Trust the Lord to avenge the wrongs against you. 

17 Do not repay anyone evil for evil. Be careful to do what is right in the eyes of everyone. 18 If it is 
possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with everyone. 19 Do not take revenge, my dear 
friends, but leave room for God’s wrath, for it is written: “It is mine to avenge; I will repay,” says the Lord. 
20 On the contrary: 
“If your enemy is hungry, feed him; 
    if he is thirsty, give him something to drink. 
In doing this, you will heap burning coals on his head.” 
21 Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.  Romans 12:17-21 

20 I know that you will surely be king and that the kingdom of Israel will be established in your hands. 
21 Now swear to me by the Lord that you will not kill off my descendants or wipe out my name from my 
father’s family.”  1 Samuel 12:20-21 

2) David was successful not because he relied on his own inclination, but because He relied on 
the Lord’s direction. 

David Saves Keilah - 1 Samuel 23 

When David was told, “Look, the Philistines are fighting against Keilah and are looting the threshing 
floors,” 2 he inquired of the Lord, saying, “Shall I go and attack these Philistines?”  1 Samuel 23:1-2 

• Before making a critical decision, ask the Lord for His direction!   

“God speaks by the Holy Spirit through the Bible, prayer, circumstances, and the church to reveal Himself, 
His purposes, and His ways.”  Henry Blackaby 

The Lord answered him, “Go, attack the Philistines and save Keilah.” 
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3 But David’s men said to him, “Here in Judah we are afraid. How much more, then, if we go to Keilah 
against the Philistine forces!” 
4 Once again David inquired of the Lord, and the Lord answered him, “Go down to Keilah, for I am going 
to give the Philistines into your hand.” 5 So David and his men went to Keilah, fought the Philistines and 
carried off their livestock. He inflicted heavy losses on the Philistines and saved the people of Keilah. 1 
Samuel 23:3-5 

• When the Lord gives direction, follow it fearlessly!   

4 My heart is in anguish within me; 
    the terrors of death have fallen on me. 
5 Fear and trembling have beset me; 
    horror has overwhelmed me.  Psalm 55:4-5 

3) David was successful not because he sought celebrity for himself, but because he sought glory 
for the Lord!   

Cultural Reasons to Succeed… 

- Stroke ego. 
- Impress others 
- Get paid 
- Attain celebrity 

47 “All those gathered here will know that it is not by sword or spear that the Lord saves; for the battle is 
the Lord’s, and he will give all of you into our hands.”  1 Samuel 17:47 

• Humble yourself before the Lord… 

10 Humble yourselves before the Lord, and he will lift you up.  James 4:10.   

• Count on the Lord for victory! 

4 for everyone born of God overcomes the world. This is the victory that has overcome the world, even 
our faith. 5 Who is it that overcomes the world? Only the one who believes that Jesus is the Son of God.  
1 John 5:4-5 

• Give the Lord the glory!   

47 “The Lord lives! Praise be to my Rock! 
    Exalted be my God, the Rock, my Savior! 
48 He is the God who avenges me, 
    who puts the nations under me, 
49 who sets me free from my enemies. 
You exalted me above my foes; 
    from a violent man you rescued me. 
50 Therefore I will praise you, Lord, among the nations; 
    I will sing the praises of your name. 
51 “He gives his king great victories; 
    he shows unfailing kindness to his anointed, 
    to David and his descendants forever.”  2 Samuel 22:47-51
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