
I AM - Who is Jesus? 
Part 5 - The True Vine 
John 15:1-5 

“I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener.”  John 15:1. 

“I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener. 2 He cuts off every branch in me that bears 
no fruit, while every branch that does bear fruit he prunes so that it will be even more fruitful. 
3 You are already clean because of the word I have spoken to you. 4 Remain in me, as I also 
remain in you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the vine. Neither can you bear 
fruit unless you remain in me. 
5 “I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me and I in you, you will bear much fruit; 
apart from me you can do nothing.  John 15:1-5 

28 ‘For in him we live and move and have our being.’  Acts 17:28 

Jesus will sustain us and produce fruit in us when we are connected to Him.  

“I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener.  John 15:1 

God the Father prunes Christ Followers so that we will produce fruit. 

2 He cuts off every branch in me that bears no fruit, while every branch that does bear fruit he 
prunes so that it will be even more fruitful. 3 You are already clean because of the word I have 
spoken to you.  John 15:2-3  

- Authentic Christ Followers are distinguished from those who are posing. 

6 If you do not remain in me, you are like a branch that is thrown away and withers; such 
branches are picked up, thrown into the fire and burned.  John 15:6 

-  God prunes anything that is hindering fruit production. 

-  God may use discipline to shape us and enable us to produce fruit. 

7 Endure hardship as discipline; God is treating you as his children. For what children are not 
disciplined by their father? 8 If you are not disciplined—and everyone undergoes discipline—
then you are not legitimate, not true sons and daughters at all. 9 Moreover, we have all had 
human fathers who disciplined us and we respected them for it. How much more should we 
submit to the Father of spirits and live! 10 They disciplined us for a little while as they thought 
best; but God disciplines us for our good, in order that we may share in his holiness. 11 No 
discipline seems pleasant at the time, but painful. Later on, however, it produces a harvest of 
righteousness and peace for those who have been trained by it.  Hebrews 12:7-11 

To produce fruit, we must be connected to Jesus! 

4 Remain in me, as I also remain in you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the 
vine. Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain in me.  John 15:4 

What can cause you to disconnect?  
  
•  Busyness 
•  Distractions  
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•  Misplaced priorities 
•  Selfishness 

When connected to Christ, we will produce fruits of the Spirit. 

22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, forbearance, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 
23 gentleness and self-control. Against such things there is no law.  Galatians 5:22-23 

Love = agape - not a romantic or familial love, but a selfless love of choice.  13 Greater 
love has no one than this: to lay down one’s life for one’s friends.  John 15:13 

Joy = happiness in spite of circumstances that comes in and through the Lord. 
8 Though you have not seen him, you love him; and even though you do not see him now, you 
believe in him and are filled with an inexpressible and glorious joy, 1 Peter 1:8 

Peace - unexplainable inner calm that comes from “having it all together” in Christ.  
27 Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not 
let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid.  John 14:27 

Forbearance - ability to endure irritating or painful situations, including people.    
2 Be completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing with one another in love.  Ephesians 4:2 

Kindness - a tender concern and gentle treatment of others. 
29 Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will 
find rest for your souls.  Matthew 11:29 

Goodness - actively showing kindness to others in deeds. 
10 Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, especially to those who 
belong to the family of believers.  Galatians 6:10 

Faithfulness - to be reliable, loyal, and trustworthy. 
Be faithful, even to the point of death, and I will give you life as your victor’s crown.  Revelations 
2:10 

Gentleness - humility without desire for retaliation when offended.                     2 Be 
completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing with one another in love.  Ephesians 4:2 

Self-control - ability to restrain passions and appetites. 
make every effort to add to your faith… self-control; 2 Peter 1:5  

5 “I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me and I in you, you will bear much fruit; 
apart from me you can do nothing.   John 15:5. 
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