
Fruit of the Spirit 
Part 1: Love 
Galatians 5:22 

11 Put on the full armor of God, so that you can take your stand against the devil’s schemes.  
12 For our struggle is… against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms.  Ephesians 
6:11-12 

9 You, however, are not in the realm of the flesh but are in the realm of the Spirit, if indeed the 
Spirit of God lives in you. And if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, they do not belong to 
Christ.   Romans 8:9 

22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, forbearance, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 
23 gentleness and self-control.  Galatians 5:22-23. 

19 The acts of the flesh are obvious: sexual immorality, impurity and debauchery; 20 idolatry 
and witchcraft; hatred, discord, jealousy, fits of rage, selfish ambition, dissensions, factions 
21 and envy; drunkenness, orgies, and the like. I warn you, as I did before, that those who live 
like this will not inherit the kingdom of God.  Galatians 5:19-20 

15 I do not understand what I do. For what I want to do I do not do, but what I hate I do. 18 …
For I have the desire to do what is good, but I cannot carry it out… 24 What a wretched man I 
am!  Who will rescue me from this body that is subject to death? 25 Thanks be to God, who 
delivers me through Jesus Christ our Lord!  Romans 7:15, 18, 24-25 

Εροσ (Eros) - This love is erotic and passionate.  

Φιλἐω (Phileō) - This love shows affection, fondness, or liking. 

3 So the sisters sent word to Jesus, “Lord, the one you love is sick.”  John 11:3 

2 So she came running to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one Jesus loved, and said, 
“They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we don’t know where they have put him!”  John 
20:2 

15 Everyone with me sends you greetings. Greet those who love us in the faith.  Grace be with 
you all.  Titus 3:15 

Στοργή (Storgē) - This love is a natural affection or natural obligation as to family.   

10 Be devoted to one another in love. Honor one another above yourselves.  Romans 12:10 

1 But mark this: There will be terrible times in the last days. 2 People will be… 3 without love,  2 
Timothy 3:1-3 

Ἀγάπη or Ἀγαπάω (Agapē or Agapaō) -  The noblest word for love; God’s love - 
sacrificial and unconditional.   

Agape is not a feeling, but a choice.    

3 Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit. Rather, in humility value others above 
yourselves, 4 not looking to your own interests but each of you to the interests of the others.  
Philippians 2:3-4 
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Agape is a “no matter what” kind of love.   

16 For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him 
shall not perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn 
the world, but to save the world through him.  John 3:16-17 

Agape is the distinguishing characteristic of Christ-Followers. 

34 “A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one 
another. 35 By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.”  John 
13:34-35 

Agape is used in all of the “hard” love verses in the New Testament. 

-  Agape is sacrificial. 

13 Greater love has no one than this: to lay down one’s life for one’s friends.  John 15:13.    

-  Agape is impartial.   

35 But love your enemies, do good to them, and lend to them without expecting to get anything 
back.  Luke 6:35 

-  Agape is obedient. 

3 In fact, this is love for God: to keep his commands. And his commands are not burdensome, 1 
John 5:3 

15 “If you love me, keep my commands. 16 And I will ask the Father, and he will give you 
another advocate to help you and be with you forever— 17 the Spirit of truth.  John 14:15-17 

-  Agape is selfless.   

30 Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and 
with all your strength.’ 31 The second is this: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself. ’There is no 
commandment greater than these.”  Mark 12:30-31 

If I speak in the tongues of men or of angels, but do not have love, I am only a resounding gong 
or a clanging cymbal. 2 If I have the gift of prophecy and can fathom all mysteries and all 
knowledge, and if I have a faith that can move mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing. 
3 If I give all I possess to the poor and give over my body to hardship that I may boast, but do 
not have love, I gain nothing. 
4 Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. 5 It does not 
dishonor others, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. 
6 Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. 7 It always protects, always trusts, 
always hopes, always perseveres. 
8 Love never fails.   1 Corinthians 13:1-8 

8 Let no debt remain outstanding, except the continuing debt to love one another, for whoever 
loves others has fulfilled the law.  Romans 13:8
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